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V.0.CHIDAMBARAM PILLAI

Birth:

o Vallinayagam Olaganathan Chidambaram Pillai (VOC) was
born 5" September 1872 to an eminent lawyer Olaganathan Pillai and
Paramyee Ammai in Ottapidaram, Tirunelveli district of Tamil Nadu.

Early Life:

1. VOC graduated from Caldwell College, Tuticorin. Before

beginning his law studies, he worked for a brief period as
the taluk office clerk.

2. His tussle with the judge forced him to seek fresh pastures at
Tuticorin in 1900.

3. Until 1905, professional and journalistic activities consumed
most of his energy.

Entry in Politics:
VOC entered politics in 1905 following the partition of Bengal.

1. Towards the end of 1905, VOC visited Madras and was
drawn closer to the Swadeshi Movement initiated
by Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Lala Lajpat Rai.
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2. VOC was drawn towards Ramakrishna Mission and
came into contact with Subramania Bharati and the
Mandayam family.

3. It was not until the arrival of VOC at Tuticorin (Present
day Thoothukudi) that the Swadeshi movement in
Tirunelveli district began to gather force and
momentum.

Role Played in Freedom Movement:

a.

By 1906, VOC won the support of merchants and industrialists
in Tuticorin and Tirunelveli for the idea of establishing a
Swadeshi merchant shipping outfit by the name of

the Swadeshi Steam Navigation Company (SSNCo).

He established many institutions like Swadeshi Prachar Sabha,
Dharmasanga Nesavu Salai, National Godown, Madras Agro-
Industrial Society Ltd and Desabimana Sangam.

. VOC and Siva were aided in their efforts by a number of

Tirunelveli-based lawyers, who formed an organisation called
the Swadeshi Sangam, or ‘National Volunteers’.

The nationalist movement acquired a secondary character with
the beginning of the Tuticorin Coral Mills strike (1908).

Even prior to Gandhiji’s Champaran Satyagraha (1917), VOC
took up the cause of the working class in Tamil Nadu, and thus
he is a forerunner to Gandhiji in this respect.

VOC, along with other leaders, resolved to take out a mammoth
procession on the morning of 9t March 1908 to celebrate

the release of Bipin Chandra Pal from jail and to hoist the flag of
Swaraj.

He was popularly known as Kappalottiya Tamilan (The Tamil
Helmsman) and Sekkizuththa Semmal (scholarly gentry who
suffered at the oil press).
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Writings: Meyyaram (1914), Meyyarivu (1915), Anthology (1915), Thirukural
with literary notes of Manakudavar (1917), Tholkappiam with literary notes of
llampooranar (1928), Autobiography (1946).

Death: V.0.C died on 18™ November 1936 in the Indian National Congress
Office at Tuticorin as was his last wish.

V.0.8\5LUTLWD eTemer

mLiLy:

aUeTerflBITW S LD 626V S BHMTSHE0T FIGLLITLD LI6Temer (VOC) 1872 3hLD 24,6007 (H)
QEFLILIDUF 5 Qb G5H SLOILLBITL 19.60T HHGHG6IE DmalL L 556V

2 6TeT @ L LI TS5 60 LSLDOLIMM aULNE &M 6HIT 626085 TS 60T
LYeTemer Lommitd LIFLdl &jienin & CWMHEGSL LImbHSTT.

ol

SLTLOL 5IT6V 6UITLD & 60 8:

1. SH&65G1Q HTeV([HG6U6L SHevayrifluiev voc LIL LD QUOMTH. FLLLI
LI LI6nUS QSTLHBIGUSMES (LN6OTL|, 6UT STHT JNQI6VH
WSS TTSH FM S &mevLd Lieooflwmm )l eor iy,

2. (BB LI UL|L_60TIT60T 26U TS F6voTemL 1900 @)6V &5 S8 &1q Ull6L LGl
GUIFTF BlevmisGemeTsd CHMIDLILG &L LmwliLm eSS WS

3.1905 aUem [y, QS TV LN M LDMHMILD LISHflemss HL 611 86018 56T
QUTS! MMES6T QLIBLOLGH 60 2_ LG\ & T600T L_60T.
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TF WedleL BiemLpey:

aumsmerll Liflallemerenis QS TLFHS 1905 @60 VOC 3T &Fluledev
DO HSHE.
1. 1905 LD 2y,600T19.60T @ MIFH U6V, VOC Q &F60Tem 60T (& el UIlD QF IS,
LMeVSMRIGTST Hevss LDMMILD 6VITEVIT VLIS Tl & GUITTTeV
QSMLBIGLILULL &CHF @UHHESIL 6T QB(HHEINTES FIHELILL LS.
2. TN (H 66007 T LAl @q.6m60T BT G VOC FF& & LILIL (), & L1TL06ooT Wl
LTS LnMMILD L060oT6t)L_UWILD & (KD LIS S 60T(HL60T QS TLFL]| g MLIL_ L&l
3. 815815646 (QETODUW STHSI16S1G) o2& aubg LIm& e
F(HABeLEII LDMaIL L &H6L &ECHF) @ UIGHELD eUILIQLIMS
QMBS WS

&SHHT QWESSS 6L MHMIW LIKIG:

1. 1906 UMEH6V, MHSISH G LDMHMILD (R BHLCeeN U6V 2_6iTerT
660011 B TS 6T LDMHMILD Q& TV S LTS 66T 9,58 Ten6l VOC
QeuetTm &I, 8-:C&H T evle LD CHalGH 6] 60T 85LNGILIGDT] (SSNCo) 6T60T M
QUWIflev FCHF eUe6vvl1858 SLILIGL jemLnLIemL BHloieanD
CUIMTF e 60TES.

2. &CxEH Lpgony semU, HTDFHIS QBFa] FTemnev, CHFIW
SGGLITEOT, QILOL_[J eV 3|8 G IT-@)6voT eV L[l Q& men &L Lq
OIAQL L Lnmmih C&&F ML meoT FMmigs LD CLIMEdTm LIsv
1B M1 611 60T 1 &H60V6TT Bl 016Nl 60T T .

3. VOC LoMHmID FeUiT Sj6eUserfledr (PW M &EHss &
FHRBHLGNMUIF CFTHS LIV 6ULPESH M EHT&6T
2 HTTIS6T, 36UT56T &HCEHF FHISGLD VeV 'CHF W
Q& MTEOOTL_[F&HEIT' 6T60TM eMmLDLI6mL 2_(HeUTEF 60T

4. FI5HHGL CHMI6L LWleveny Gelemevbl Mg S8 5 6T (1908)
QBMLESHSHSIL 60T CHFWGUTS @ UIGHELD @) J6e0oTLITLD Hlen6evs
FH60TeM DM WL QUMM S

5. STHEH S WIN60T FLOLIMT6toT FSHH TR IHEH MG (1917) (P6edTCL,
al.2 &), OB 19607 Q& mlevmer] 6fs e85 6o
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GUTIML LSS em&WeL 6T(NHH S, @) 60TITeL | eUT @\HS
& UL BTHH &G (LN6OTGTTIQWITS @ HERMTH.
a. e b3 LimeL \lemmuilev @ HHS!
AN QN&ESHLILL L6058 G185 MTe0oTLITLGLD, 6NV6U T T
Q&MY 6mW gFMHMELD 1908 SblD 4,600T(H LOMIE 9 QYd CHE)
&HITEM6V 6(H LOMGILIHLD 28T T6U6VEH 60 LOMM
FHE06VEUTEEBL 60T GFFH& VOC LG5 STL0Meol 1558

el SLULGCMTLIQ U SLALP6T (SO H606V6160T) IDMHMILD CF&HR(DSH S QFLDLN6
(6T600T @ 600T Ul (D& HHFH 6V LITH&&LILIL L SIMIEhT QLIIHLOEE6IT) 6TedTml LI T LIGVLOTSS

= YT0) [VH W YRR 45 8

TS SIS 6T: QLOUIWITITLD (1914), Qoulwinile)] (1915), QBTG S S (1915),
LD60OTE G 6L (1917) @ 6v&H RS &M L1L|8606ITe: 618 MevorL ) ([HE G MeT,
@\ 6rLhLLrevor fl6T @ 6VE S UG GHMILIL|SEBHL60T S lq Ul Q& MeL& MLILIWILD
(1928), & &Iflem & (1946).

Levorid: 6l.6. &) 1936 9yL0 34,600T(H) HEUDLIT 18 QLD C5H)
155161 Wl6v 2_6Tem @BHH W CHFW STHIGH T 3 a6l6VdHE S 6V
5601El S L& eNl(HLILIGH OTLIL @ MBHSTH.
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